The second, a round fibrous mass of about two inches in diameter, had also been taken from the female mamma. As this patient's mother and sister had died of cancer, the daughter's case would probably, in the olden time, have been regarded as of unfavourable prognosis. The third tumour was from the sub-maxillary region. Mr Syme had removed all three within the last two days, and a fourth of a similar kind from the sub-maxillary region ; he had likewise seen one requiring removal from the parotid. He remarked that these fibrous growths were most frequent in the neighbourhood of the conglomerate glands. They were sometimes of slow growth,?the large one from the mamma had existed for twenty years ; and the smaller one for eight years.
DISSECTIONS OF STUMPS AFTER AMPUTATION.
Mr Spence produced several dissections of the stumps left after amputation of the leg, thigh, and fore-arm. He first called the attention of the society to the mass of muscular tissue which overlapped the bones in some of his preparations. The leg belonging to one of these stumps had been amputated by the flap operation, twelve years before the patient's death, and the stump was still well-formed, and covered with muscle. He was inclined to doubt, whether the amount of atrophy was so considerable in the muscles of stumps after amputation, as was generally believed.
It had been stated by Mr Hargreave, that after amputations performed during early life, the bone included in the stump continues to grow in length, and two of the bones (femora) now before the Society, seemed to have acquired some such increase. In the upper part of a femur, from the University Museum, there was likewise an apparent increase in length, but this was probably due, not to any fresh deposit of osseous tissue, but to the altered obliquity of the neck and shaft of the bone, consequent upon the weight of the patient's body having been, after the amputation, allowed to rest principally upon the other leg. Two of Mr Spence's preparations, exhibited an elongated point of bone protruding from the surface, which had been divided by the saw, the end of the bone was conical, not rounded off as after amputations performed on the adult.
Mr Spence believed, that neuromata were always and unavoidably formed when nerves were divided, that they were present, by whatever method amputation was performed, and however deeply the nerves were covered. When a nerve was cut across, the neurilemma retracted, the nervous fibrillse projected, and ultimately became firmly connected with lymph effused about the point of section. Some fibrillae were spread out upon the surface of the lymph, others were imbedded and interwoven in its substance.
The tumours thus formed
were not productive of pain unless exposed to pressure between the bone and skin, or so thinly covered as to be affected by atmospheric influence, and change of temperature. Mr St/me exhibited an exostosis which he had recently removed from a patient in the Infirmary. The most common seat of these tumours was the distal phalanx of the great toe; they were also frequently found upon the linea aspera of the femur above the inner condyle. It was from this latter situation that the tumour had been removed. In size it equalled a small orange ; it was nearly spherical in form ; it consisted of bony tissue, and was coated on its outer surface with cartilage. It was not right to interfere with these tumours in general ; they were not malignant, and seldom caused much inconvenience ; when, however, they attained such a size as that now exhibited, it was obviously expedient to remove them. There was no difficulty in performing the operation ; it was easy to detach the tumour from the femur by means of the cutting-pliers, and the only bad consequence to be apprehended was tedious suppuration. In the present instance, notwithstanding the unusual size of the mass removed, the wound had healed readily.
DISLOCATION OF THE HUMERUS, WITH FRACTURE.
Mr St/me had lately met with a case of dislocation of the head of the humerus into the axilla, complicated with fracture about the middle of the humerus. This double accident was exceedingly rare. The patient had fallen through a trap door into a cellar, and his arm had become entangled among the spokes of a ladder during the fall. It was determined that the dislocation should be reduced, before an attempt was made to set the fractured bones. For this purpose the forearm was bent upon the humerus, and abandage wasthen rolled round the whole arm as high as the shoulder. Over this a couple of Gooch's splints were placed ; the lac was then attached above the seat of fracture, and secured by another bandage. Extension was made in the direction of the long axis of the trunk, a large pad being first stuffed into the axilla. Reduction was readily effected, and the subsequent progress of the case had been satisfactory. 3d, With the exception of spasm of the respiratory muscles, no muscular effort was observed independent of volition. 4th, The physiological manifestations consisted in an intense exaltation of sensibility of the cutaneous surface, and of the reflex system of nerves. 5th, The psychological phenomena were a highly developed antagonism between the morbid emotional and normal reflex faculties. 6th, Death took place by exhaustion consequent upon the direct and sympathetic excitement of the nervous system. Dr W. T. Gairdner had performed the post-mortem examination, and gave a verbal account of the appearances observed. There was some ecchymosis on the surface of the pleura, likewise in the mucous membrane of the pharynx, and among the muscles of the neck.
The right side of the heart contained a small quantity of frothy blood, and a large amount of air ; and there was no evidence to show that this appearance was attributable to putrefaction. Dr G. had seen a similar collection of air in the heart of a patient who had been poisoned by carbonic acid gas. The nervous system had been most carefully examined, especially the origins and course of the eighth pair, but no evidence of inflammation or structural lesion had been detected.
Professor Dick, of the Veterinary College, had long considered the hydrophobia of the human subject a disease of the imagination. The general object of the bill may be briefly described to be, to provide machinery for combining authoritatively the purses and the influence of all in effecting certain hygienic changes in which all have a common interest. These changes chiefly relate to the substitution of sewerage for surface drainage in narrow and confined places?to the removal of pools of stagnant water and of accumulations of filth from the neighbourhood of human dwellings?to the observance of certain hygienic conditions as to the construction of dwellinghouses, and the width of streets, courts, and alleys?to the erection of slaughterhouses?to the sale of unwholesome meat?to smoke and other noxious vapours ?to the conditions of interment in populous cities, and to other matters which, like these, are at all times very important to the health of the community, but have of late years acquired more importance, in the estimation of all reflecting persons, in consequence of the extensive prevalence of epidemic pestilences among us, which have penetrated from the recesses of poverty and misery into the chambers of opulence and of comfort, burdened our poor's rates witli permanent assessments for widows and orphans ; and thus eloquently proclaimed the heartlessness, folly, and short-sightedness of the vulgar parsimony which refuses the means of protecting the people of this country against calamities so appalling.
By referring to our account of the English Act (No. for Nov. 1848, p. 316), which is similar in its machinery and in its objects, it will be seen that we approve strongly of its principle : and, believing the medical profession to be quite unanimous on this subject, we are satisfied that we should ill discharge our duty as expositors of its opinions if we did not give our hearty support to a measure so beneficial and so greatly needed.
But while we thus express unreservedly our strong sense of the value of the benefit sought to be conferred on Scotland, we think it equally our duty to declare that some of the provisions of the bill require to be amended ; and, in saying so, we more especially allude to the clause by which it is proposed to place the working of it under the superintendence of the board which was constituted last year under the English act. Were the purposes of that act merely to carry out a system of mechanical arrangements for draining, and other matters of that description, the board might be held to be constituted in a very satisfactory way for the southern part of the kingdom. But these gentlemen have thought it their duty to undertake other functions, such as that of offering advice to the public on the subject of the contagiousness of epidemics, and the mode of arresting them, which they are ill fitted to discharge ; inasmuch as their single medical associate cannot in any sense be held to be the representative of the opinions of professional men. The effect of this arrangement is, that the board is at this moment at war with almost the entire medical press of England. It must be evident that the opinions of a lay board on subjects strictly professional are of no value unless they take a reasonable degree of trouble to ascertain that these opinions are in accordance with the deliberate judgment of the best informed and most able men among us. This the board has not only not done, but it has thrown itself for medical counsel on an individual responsible only to itself, and has thus been induced to dogmatise on subjects of which it is necessarily ignorant, with a confidence which, without such aid, it would never have ventured to assume.
We have no wish that such a board should be exclusively medical; indeed, we are not clear that there are any of its proper functions which could not be performed by non-medical persons with the aid of occasional medical advice. But we are quite decidedly of opinion, that, whenever they require the aid of professional men, those whom they may consult, whether having a seat at the board or not, ought to be the representatives of the medical profession, and responsible to that profession for the advices which they give.
But we also think that a board for Scotland ought to be connected with that part of the country. The There were other objectionable clauses in the bill which struck us in perusing it. But we are happy to find that many of these have already been amended; and as none of them are of nearly the importance of that which we have noticed, we must refer to the reports of the public bodies already mentioned for all details. The public are indebted for their reports to some of the most eminent members of the medical profession in Edinburgh, and the ability which pervades them is at once a proof of the importance which these gentlemen attach to the subject, and of the confusion which would certainly be the result of adopting a course opposed to the judgment of such men, enjoying, as they do, the unlimited confidence of the people of Scotland. 
